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UN GLOBAL GOALS    

February 2020        Helmholtz—Gymnasium Karlsruhe, Class 11 

UN Global Goals Goal #14:  

Life Below Water  

Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and mari-

ne resources 

Oceans cover three quarters of the Earth’s surface, contain 97 percent 

of the Earth’s water and give a home to nearly 200,000 identified spe-

cies. They absorb about 30 percent of carbon dioxide produced by 

humans, reducing the impacts of global warming – and by now we 

should all know the consequences of the atmosphere’s average tem-

perature rapidly rising. Our rainwater, drinking water, weather, climate 

as well as parts of our food are all provided and regulated by the sea – 

makes it seem, the world’s oceans are vital to human life or even life in 

general, indispensable and irreplaceable.  

Nevertheless, the current state of the oceans is worse than ever, all 

due to us humans. In fact, Germans produce an extremely high per-

centage of the total plastic waste in the EU. Hundred thousands of 

square kilometres polluted by plastic pieces floating on the ocean’s 

surface, overexploitation of fishing resources, destruction of habitats, 

ocean acidification, coral bleaching – the list goes on and on. This is 

the time to change, it is still possible to turn this around and save our 

oceans. 

Luckily there are already changes to be seen, which I will showcase by 

the example of a German city called Karlsruhe. The efforts to save the 

oceans include info-points as well as petitions and end on a political 

level. In the course of these achievements the local Greenpeace orga-

nization plays a decisive role. For example, on the occasion of the in-

ternational Penguin Awareness Day (on January 18th) members held 

a speech about marine conservation at the zoo of Karlsruhe and ga-

thered over 600 signatures for the petition 30x30, trying to protect at 

least 30% of the planet's land and ocean by 2030. And this is not the 

only information stand to support this particular agreement helping the 

world’s oceans, on the 7th of February Greenpeace collected signa-

tures in a similar way in front of the Naturkundemuseum as well as at 

DASFEST 2018. 

However, it is not only an environmental organization responding to 

the brutal truth of marine pollution but also common shops and stores, 

such as DM or supermarkets in general, that feel the need to modify 

their choice of products and supplies to more eco-friendly alternatives 

as a step in a sustainable future. There are even schools participating 

in saving the oceans: The Helmholtz—Gymnasium for instance is 

planning on doing an initiative called “Klimafasten”, strengthening the 

ecological awareness of its students. The program consists of 5 weeks 

with different challenges such as wasting no plastic, avoiding travelling 

by car or living vegetarian; all fighting climate change and therefore 

saving the world’s oceans.  
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To make a difference it is of major importance that everyone tries their 

best to minimize their negative impact on oceans and marine habitats. 

This implicates not only reducing the consumption of fish or if needed, 

leastwise certified products, but also making small changes in our dail-

y lives to reduce our carbon footprint, a factor contributing to the sea’s 

problems. Everyone is required to avoid unnecessary drives by car, to 

use less plastic, buy eco-friendly products and food, eat as little meat 

and fish as possible and much more so that with the help of everyone 

our oceans can recover 

Main references:   
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/    
https://www.karlsruhe.greenpeace.de/themen/meere  
http://www.worldoceansday.ca/education-resources/top-11-issues-
affecting-oceans 
 
by Eva 

UN Global Goals Goal # 5:  
Gender Equality 

Equality or non-discrimination is that state where every individual gets 

equal opportunities and rights. Nearly every individual of the society 

fights for equal status, opportunity, and rights. Discrimination exists 

because of cultural differences, gender etc. Inequality based on gen-

der is a concern that is prevalent in the entire world.  Even in our cen-

tury, across globe men and women do not have equal privileges. But 

what can we as a person and our surroundings do? 

Our hometown Karlsruhe is on a good way to accommodate with this 

issue. In our following essay we will list how some projects are realized 

by Karlsruhe Municipality as well as our school community. In the end 

we will also cite some examples what you as an indivual can cause. 

Since 2016 there is a series of events called „(K)Eine Frage des Ges-

chlechts“, which is a cooperation of the KIT, the PH and the HfG. In 

their meetings, they are listening to lectures and run discussions and 

debates. They share the opinion that a scientific point of view could 

break established images and samples. Those have to be changed, if 

want achieve gender equality. 

But also our school community could do something. At the moment our 

school is focused on other topics and gender equality is neglected a 

little bit. The only thing that comes to our mind, is that our school is 

supporting the campaign “Boys/Girls Day”. In this project boys/girls 

can test out jobs, that are stereotypical done by the opposite gender. 

In lower grades students get many information from the teachers on 

this project and also are excused from school. The higher grades, like 

we are in, are not informed directly, but everywhere in our schools 

building are hanging signs, which are advertising this topic.  

Let`s leave our city and school behind and let`s give a flash on what 

YOU as an individual person can do. First: Stop thinking in stereo-

types! Boys can be sensitive and emotional. They can have long hair 

and wear pink and purple clothes. The same with girls. In this world 

exist tough girls, who don`t want to be treated like a princess. They 

want to do hard work and wear dark clothes. Also short hair is more 

than just “ok” for girls.  

Of course there is much more to say about gender equality. But to 
come to an end, here you have our own opinion. A very important 
point for us is, that gender equality must not be mixed with feminism. 
When we speak about gender equality, its not our aim to prefer wom-
en, we just want equal privileges for EVERYONE.   

Sources: https://www.boys-day.de/ 
https://bit.ly/37IRBYB   
 
by Emily and Antonia                                                                                                               

https://www.toppr.com/guides/civics/diversity-and-discrimination/
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In 2015, many countries developed 

17 goals for a better world by 2030. 

The aim of these goals is to end 

poverty, fight inequality, and to do 

our best against the human affected 

climate change. To achieve the 17 

goals, the government can’t solve 

these problems alone. The whole 

civilization has to work together to 

ensure a better future for everyone. 

If you read the 17 goals, you discov-

er that these goals influence each 

other. They relate many goals to 

climate change.  

The 13th global goal is mainly about 

climate action and some plans how 

to ensure a better future for every-

one. Global warming and its conse-

quences have a huge impact on our 

lives and could change our entire 

life. Therefor the world leaders de-

veloped some strategies to combat 

climate change and its impacts. To 

organize these strategies, they 

structure them into 5 general tar-

gets. 

The first target is about “adaptive 

capacity to climate-related hazards 

and natural disasters in all countries 

“. That means we have to find strat-

egies to combat our living space 

from natural disasters. The second 

target is about implementing climate 

change measures into national poli-

cies, strategies, and planning. The 

third aim is about improving educa-

tion, impact reduction, and early 

warning. Since many people pos-

sess poor knowledge, especially 

about climate change, better educa-

tion is very important. The fourth 

plan is about an investing program 

to mobilize 100 billion dollars annu-

ally to and marginalized communi-

ties.2020 to help develop countries. 

The last plan is about developing an 

effective climate change-related 

planning and management. This aim 

is about focussing on youth and lo-

cal and marginalized communities. 

UN Global Goals Goal # 13:  

Cimate Action 

Climate change is a real and undeniable threat to our entire civili-
zation 

 

There are many possibilities to 

get involved into the fight 

against climate change and its 

issues. Everyone can change 

some things in their life to ef-

fect a huge positive process of 

change. By consuming less 

meat and becoming vegetari-

an for only one day a week 

saves a lot of precious re-

sources. By choosing reusa-

ble products like an eco-bag 

for shopping or a reusable 

water cup, you can minimize 

your plastic waste. If everyone 

contributes a little bit, we can 

slow down the climate change 

enormous.  

In school, we have the possi-

bility to save a really huge 

amount of rare recourses. As 

example, we mostly use recy-

cled paper for school docu-

ments. That protects many 

trees to be chopped down. 

Saving forests to be deforest-

ed is an important step, to re-

duce the amount of carbon 

dioxide in our air. In addition 

to that, most of our students 

help minimizing the emission 

of carbon dioxide by preferring 

environmentally friendlier 

means of transportation like 

the bike over the car. We also 

reduce the wastage of rare 

materials by avoiding fre-

quently unnecessarily pur-

chases by using products for a 

longer time. For example our 

projectors get repaired instead 

of replaced every time they 

are inoperable.  

To put it in a nutshell, we have 

a lot of possibilities to reduce 

the impacts of climate change. 

By doing some little things, we 

can effect more than we think. 

Main source: https://www.globalgoals.org/13-climate-action   
 
by Felix 



4 

UN Global Goals Goal # 6:  

Clean Water and Sanitation 

 end poverty, fight inequality and address the urgency of climate   
           change: 

 17 goals for a better world by 2030 
 
Situation right now:  

• increasing frequency & severity of droughts and floods resulting from 
climate change 

• billions of people still lack safe water, sanitation & handwashing facili-
ties living with the risk of reduced access to freshwater resources 

• due to economics or poor infrastructure millions of people including 
children die every year from diseases associated with inadequate wa-
ter supply, sanitation and hygiene 

• poor water quality & inadequate sanitation negatively impact food se-
curity, livelihood choices & educational opportunities for poor families 
across the world 

 
Goals by 2030:  
6.1 Universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water 
for all 
6.2 Access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and 

end open defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and 

girls and those in vulnerable situations 

6.3 Improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and 
minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the pro-
portion of untreated wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and 
safe reuse globally 
6.4 Substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and en-
sure sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water 
scarcity and substantially reduce the number of people suffering from wa-
ter scarcity 
6.5 Implement integrated water resources management at all levels, in-
cluding through transboundary cooperation as appropriate 
6.6 By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including 
mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes 
6.A Expand international cooperation and capacity-building support to 
developing countries in water- and sanitation-related activities and pro-
grammes, including water harvesting, desalination, water efficiency, 
wastewater treatment, recycling and reuse technologies 
6.B Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in im-
proving water and sanitation management 
 
Achieving the UN Global Goals in Karlsruhe: 

• Action days for students (12.02.20) to spread awareness of the Un 
Global Goals 

• Redner und Unterstützer aus Karlsruhe: 
       Oberbürgermeister Dr. Frank Mentrup 

• Element-i Einrichtungen: many projects, but not specificly for clean 
water 
 

 It`s very sad, that the goal “clean water“ doesn`t get much attention 
and seems to be less important than other goals.  

 

by Marlies and Jana 



5 

UN Global Goals Goal # 2:  

Zero Hunger 

Definition of hunger 

  There are three types of hunger:  

• The first one is acute hunger; this means malnutrition over a limited 
period.Often this occurs in crises or at war.  

• The second type is chronic hunger, which means a permanent condi-
tion. Mostly poor countries are affected. 

• Hidden hunger is the third form. This is similar as chronic hunger, but 
only because of a nutrient deficiency. 
 

Facts 

Worldwide 815 million people suffer from hunger. This problem af-
fects a large number of children, as every fourth child is undernour-
ished. Although to solve the problem an increase of  the harvest 
would be needed, because oft he climate change a crop decline of 
25% is estimated. Furthermore, in developing countries hunger is a 
big issue. About 98% of the malnutritioned people live in them. The 
most affected areas are: Asia and the Pacific region, as well as aArica 
and Latin America: 

https://pantus.files.wordpress.com/2009/01/welthunger_01jpg.png 

The UN – goal 

The UN wants to finish the global hunger until 2030, reach a better 
and more balanced nutrition. 
Food aid alone cannot eliminate malnutrition in the world. The activi-
ties amount that’s way to produce more effectively, efficiently and 
sustainably. For example small farmers should get support, to in-
crease their crops. Moreover poorer countries should have access to 
research and new technologies. Important is to preserve the soil and 
naturally resources too. 
The UN has already agreed targets with other countries. However it 
is very uncertain, whether they will achieve the goals. 
 

What you can do 

One point is to buy only the food, which you are really going to eat 
(In Germany about 20 million metric tons are thrown away.). It could 
be also a good way, to eat less or no meat anymore. If you want to 
help directly, you can donate money to poor countries. Some organi-
sations for this are:  
 
https://www.welthungerhilfe.de/  

https://www.brot-fuer-die-welt.de/spenden/?
utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=bfdw-cash%
20%7C%20bing%20search%20%7C%20spenden%
20gen&utm_term=spende&utm_content=Spende  
 

Sources: 

https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-hunger-us 

 https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/  

 https://www.actionagainsthunger.org/ 

 

by Philipp and Anton 

https://pantus.files.wordpress.com/2009/01/welthunger_01jpg.png
https://www.welthungerhilfe.de/
https://www.brot-fuer-die-welt.de/spenden/?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=bfdw-cash%20%7C%20bing%20search%20%7C%20spenden%20gen&utm_term=spende&utm_content=Spende
https://www.brot-fuer-die-welt.de/spenden/?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=bfdw-cash%20%7C%20bing%20search%20%7C%20spenden%20gen&utm_term=spende&utm_content=Spende
https://www.brot-fuer-die-welt.de/spenden/?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=bfdw-cash%20%7C%20bing%20search%20%7C%20spenden%20gen&utm_term=spende&utm_content=Spende
https://www.brot-fuer-die-welt.de/spenden/?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=bfdw-cash%20%7C%20bing%20search%20%7C%20spenden%20gen&utm_term=spende&utm_content=Spende
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-hunger-us
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/
https://www.actionagainsthunger.org/
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Our current reliance on fossil fuels is unsustainable and harmful to the planet, 

which is why we have to change the way we produce and consume energy. 

Implementing these new energy solutions as fast as possible is essential to 

counter climate change, one of the biggest threats to our own survival. 

The goals of SDG 7: 

 Electricity access 

 Electricity availability and reliability 

 Renewable energy 

 Energy efficiency 

 Infrastructure investments 

 Environmental investments 

 

What can we do to reach the goal? 

 Use green energy and buy solar panels (renewable energy sources) 

 Ride your bike instead of driving your car 

 Ensure that your familie has access to a reliable and affordable source of 
energy by investing in local infrastructure to establish accessible energy 
services.  

 Commit to sourcing 100% of electricity needs from renewable sources.  

 Reduce the demand for transport and incentivize less energy intensive 
modes such as train travel over auto and air travel and buy local. 

 dispenses with electronic devices 

 Stop buying stuff excessively and don’t buy from China. 

 

What our government is doing to reach this goal? 

The BMZ (Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit) currently 

supports energy projects in more than 50 countries around the world in con-

verting their energy systems to renewable energies.  

 

The UN's plans to achieve the goal 

 UN wants to ensure universal access to affordable, reliable, and modern 
energy services by 2030 

 Increase substantially the share of renewable energy in the global energy 
mix by 2030 

 double the global rate of energy efficiency by 2030 

 enhance international cooperation to facilitate access to clean energy 
research and technologies, including renewable energy, energy efficien-
cy, and advanced and cleaner fossil fuel technologies, and promote in-
vestment in energy infrastructure and clean energy technologies 

 Expand infrastructure and upgrade technologies for all developing coun-
tries, especially the least developed countries 

 by Finn, Tim and Adrian 

UN Global Goals Goal # 7:  

Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable  

and modern energy for all  


